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Introduction
In Thoroughbred racing, two-year-olds are already put into training and racing, and time and again there are discussions on welfare issues that this practice might be detrimental for the horses (e.g. Vickers 1962) and, in response, justifications for it (e.g. Engelbrecht-Bresges 1996).  

In the past however (in 1791), there was a gradu-ation to run horses even a year younger, and the first recorded instance of a yearling running oc-curred at the Houghton Meeting, when the yearling filly Cash (1790), by Ready Rhino, in receipt of 3 stones, beat the three-year-old Eliza, and again later in the week, carrying “a feather”, she beat Quando, another three-year-old, 8st. 7lb., running each time over the Yearling Course of two furlongs one hundred and forty-seven yards. However, thereafter this practice was in disuse for sixty-five years, but was revived at the Shrewsbury November Meeting in 1856. These Yearling Stakes, run over a quarter of a mile, obtained ten subscribers, and was won by a filly of Lord Anglesey. For the three follo-wing years the race was known as the Anglesey Stakes, and was won on the last occasion by Little Lady, a daughter of Orlando. That early racing did not prejudice her further career is evidenced by the fact that she won 8 of her 17 races as a two-year-old, 4 of her 8 starts at three years, 2 races at four years, and 1 at five years; subsequently she be-came the dam of a classic winner in Camballo (Prior 1926). 

Both in breeding thoroughbreds, standardbreds and sport horses, the question of advantages and disadvantages of training horses early is asked fre-quently and so far, not many facts and figures were available. It was therefore very welcome that ex-cellent research in regard to the question of early training and career length was taken up recently and published last year with investigations of Tanner and co-workers (2012) in New Zealand and Velie et al. (2012) in Australia.   

Recent Research

Tanner et al. (2012): The association of 2-year-old training milestones with career length and racing success in a sample of Thoroughbred horses in New Zealand.  

Reasons for performing study: There is increasing evidence that exercise in early life has a positive effect on musculoskeletal health. At present, there is little whole population research investigating the effect of racing as 2-year-olds on future racing career. 

Objectives: To investigate the association between attaining training milestones as 2-year-olds with length of career and racing success in Thorough-bred horses in New Zealand. 

Methodes: Retrospective data were obtained of the 2001/02-born Thoroughbred foal crop. The 3 training milestones were: registered with a trainer, trialled, and raced. The association of these mile-stones with career length was measured using the outcomes: number of race starts and number of years raced. Logistic regression models analysed the association of the 3 training milestones with the outcomes: won or placed in a race. Linear re-gression was performed to assess the association of the training parameters with total career earnings.

Results: Of 4’683 horses in the population, 3’152 horses were registered with a trainer, 2’661 horses trialled and 2’109 horses raced. Horses that raced as 2-year-olds had significantly (P<0.001) more race starts than those first raced as 3-year-olds or older, this was also true when the 2-year-old year data were omitted. Horses that raced as 2-year-olds had significantly (P<0.001) more years racing. Horses registered with a trainer, trialled or raced as 2-year-olds were more likely to have won or been placed in a race than those that achieved the milestones as 3-year-olds or older. Horses that first trialled and raced as 2-year-olds had greater total earnings than those first trialled or raced at a later stage.

Discussion: Interpreting the statistical results, the authors indicate that number of starts was a better outcome for predicting career length than number of years raced and may be a more sensitive measure of these criterions.

Conclusions and potential relevance: Two-year-old training milestones had a strong association with positive racing career outcomes. Horses in training or racing as 2-year-olds may have better musculo-skeletal health throughout life than horses that are first in training or racing at a later stage.   

Velie et al. (2012): The association of age at first start with career length in the Australian Thoroughbred racehorse population. 
Reasons for performing study: Studies of Thorough-bred racing populations have provided evidence of a positive effect on racing careers for horses that commence racing as 2-year-olds. Currently, re-search investigating the presence of this effect in the Australian Thoroughbred racing population is limited.

Objectives: To investigate the association between age at first start and career length in the Australian Thoroughbred population and estimate the risk of racing retirement for horses racing in Australia based on age at first start, career earnings, number of starts as a 2-year-old and distance raced.

Methods: Data were collected for Thoroughbreds, born on or after 1 January 1998, that had raced between 1 August 2000 and 22 February 2011 in Australia. Statistical analysis referred to career length and factors influencing the risk of retirement from racing. The model included sex, age at first start, career earnings, number of starts as a 2-year-old, distance raced and appropriate interaction terms.

Results: The study population included 117’088 horses. Geldings had significantly (P<0.001) longer careers than females and intact males, and females had significantly (P<0.001) longer careers than intact males. Risk of retirement from racing decreased with a younger age at first start, a higher number of starts as a 2-year-old, and a longer average distance raced. For intact males, the risk of retirement from racing increased as earnings in-creased, while for females and geldings the risk of retirement from racing decreased as earnings in-creased.

Conclusions and potential relevance: The intro-duction of young Thoroughbreds to racing appears to have no apparent adverse effects on these horses racing in Australia. The impact of some risk factors associated with retirement from racing varied between sexes and should be considered when evaluating career outcomes.

Discussion

It is to assume that the findings as above are in agreement with our experience and attitude. As already mentioned, the tradition of two-year-old racing is old and most probably it would have been given up if it was experienced to be unfavorable (as racing yearlings in the 18th and 19th century). 

Moreover, it would have been a severe blow for to-days European racing, as the concept of the most successful European Breeders’ Fund would have been terribly wrong otherwise. Most of its contri-bution goes to two-year-old racing – and its philo-sophy is therefore, on top of further aims, proven right in medical and ethical view too.    

But there also have been advocates for working young horses a long time ago. In 1837 and 1838 already, Veltheim and Hochstedter said that every-one who starts to exercises his skills in his youth will be better able to apply them later in life. Therefore, the former system of going easy with horses to the age of 5 or 6 years would lead to limpness of them (von Hassell 1841). 

In the United Kingdom however, opinions seem to have differed slightly, according to a quote of the Earl of Suffolk & Berkshire and Mr. Craven in 1887: “It is not our purpose here to inquire whether the early maturity necessitated by the training of two-year olds for their engagements in March and April is or is not prejudicial to the prolongation of their turf career – doctors differ on this as on most other points (!). An ounce of practice is worth a pound of precept.”

However, these empirically founded opinions hadn’t been proven ever, easy to explain for the simple reason that meaningful statistics must base on as big figures (Big Data) as possible. These re-quirements can only be met with the information technology of our days and now, the research in this field “re-searches” the practical experience of our ancestors delightful diligently. 

Earlier studies 

Bourke (1978): Studies of wastage in racehorses
In 1978, at the 14th Asian Racing Conference in Hong Kong, John Bourke (Australia, Vic.) introdu-ced his presentation with just the facts mentioned above: “Neither the scientific nor the supporting literature gives much indication of the length of the working life of the average racehorse. This is pro-bably the most important single economic factor affecting the racing industry as numbers and types of horses available for racing must have a profound effect on the interest of potential owners in the purchasing of horses and the numbers of horses bred as replacement stock. 

It is indeed a worthwile exercise to study racing statistics in one’s own country to gain the following information vital for the success and continued prosperity of the industry:
1) Numbers and classes of horses racing

2) Annual changes in these numbers and classes

3) The length of racing lives for horses of various classes

5) The age levels at which and the reasons why horses “drop out” of the racing population

In order to assess the usual wastage that occurs in horses racing under Australian (Victorian) racing conditions, a study was made of the racing histories of a group of 243 horses (131 males and 112 fe-males). 

Surprisingly enough the horses that raced first at 2 years seemed to have longer racing lives than those that commenced racing as 3 years olds, even those that raced first at less than 24 months of age. It would seem then that as a general rule, racing a horse as a 2 year old, even in the early races, does not have a shortening effect on the length of its racing career.” 

To my knowledge, this presentation was the be-ginning of specific research on the subject of career length of two-year-olds and it is probably no coincidence that studies as above (Tanner et al. 2012, Velie et al. 2012) originate from New Zealand and Australia. 

Moreover, in spite of the still relatively modest num-ber of horses, Bourke’s work is of special scientific merit, because he undertook his investigation for the sake of economy and found out about the two-year-olds and their career-length more or less by chance. His approach to this issue must have been completely unbiased and therefore most valuable.        

Considering scientific merits, research also is only acceptable if results can be reproduced. Further studies from elsewhere therefore are absolutely ne-cessary, and a few examples proved the validity of Bourke’s and our hypothesis:

Bailey et al. (1999): Factors associated with time un-til first race and career duration for Thoroughbred racehorses.
This study had the objective to determine whether sex or foaling period were associated with time to first race start and whether sex, age at time of first race start, or interrace period were associated with career duration for Thoroughbred racehorses (n = 553) in Australia.

472 horses (85.4%) raced and records through to the end of the 6-year-old racing season were ob-tained for each horse. Statistical analysis was used to determine whether sex or foaling period was as-sociated with time to first race start and whether sex or age at first race was associated with career duration. 

Results: Time to first race start was not associated with sex or foaling period. However, males, who had their first race at a younger age and a greater mean number of rest days between races, had longer careers. The hazard ratio for career duration of males versus females, controlling for age at time of first race and interrace period (0.27), confirmed that males had a higher probability of a long racing career.
These data did suggest that for Thoroughbred race-horses, sex and time of birth during the foaling season were not associated with time to first race. Male Thoroughbred racehorses that were raced less intensively or raced at a younger age were more likely to have long racing careers.
Williams et al. (2001): Racehorse injuries, clinical problems and fatalities recorded on British race-courses from flat racing and National Hunt racing during 1996, 1997 and 1998.
A very valuable study, also an unbiased one, was made in the United Kingdom. Williams et al. (2001) investigated racehorse injuries, clinical problems and fatalities on British racecourses. Surprisingly, in National Hunt flat races (n = 6’859) incidents in-cluding fatalities per 1’000 starts were 8.46 from National Hunt (NH) flat races and only 3.97 from flat races (n = 133’416). The explanation for this signi-ficant difference is the assumption that NH-horses started training and racing late only (Williams et al. 2001). 

Anecdotically, this fact may also be the reason for the quality of French-bred jump horses who benefit from starting their careers early (Mayoh). The pre-ference for these animals was also obvious on the occasion of the ITBA-conference (Breeding to sell – where is the market leading ?) in January: “Inviting the view of the panel on preferences between French-bred National Hunt horses or Irish, it became quickly apparent that trainers prefer a horse that has come through the French system, irrespective of where that horse was bred. The habit of breaking horses at two and working and schooling them intermittently as they develop allows the ligaments and tendons to strengthen and grow with the bones, leading to less tendency to break down as an older horse and the advantage of longevity of career” (Oliver 2013a). Oliver (2013b) delved into this subject further on in the quarterly magazine of the trainers and thinks that the days, when store horses were left to mature in a field, may be a thing of the past. 

Sobczyńska M. (2007): The effect of selected factors on length of racing career in Thoroughbred Race-horses in Poland. 

The aim of the study was to develop a profile, and to examine factors affecting the length of the racing career of 1’759 Thoroughbreds (872 males and 887 females), Age at first start and perfor-mance during the first year of racing were signi-ficant predictors of length of racing life; those that first started at two years of age were less likely to cease racing than horses that first started at the age of three years (hazard ratio = 4.49). Females which had a smaller number of starts during their first racing season had longer careers. Since overlap-ping age at first start, racing performance and effect of the trainer, it is difficult to assess the latter. The effect of month of birth on subsequent length of racing life was not found significant. 

It may surprise that a study from Poland already showed results which were proven congruent by the investigations from down under (Tanner et al. 2012, Velie et al. 2012) only recently. However, inte-rest in this subject and awareness by Polish surgeons and breeders were already evident in 1993. 

Lojek J. and Oleksiak S. (1993): Analysis of the age at the first start of the two year old Thoroughbreds depending on the rate of their skeletal maturation.
They made an analysis of the age at the first start of two-year-old Thoroughbreds depending on the rate of their skeletal maturation. Under their rearing- and training-regime 20 years ago, the horses reached skeletal maturity about one month before the be-ginning of the intensive training.   

Empel et al. (1993): The effect of the breeder, year and month of birth and sex on the skeletal matu-ration of Thoroughbred horses.
This group looked at the effect of the breeder, year and month of birth and sex on the skeletal maturation of Thoroughbred horses. Their findings (among many others) were that the physeal closure was earlier in fillies than in colts (P<0.01). This dif-ference was also observed (P<0.01) between the mean age of the physeal closure in horses born in particular months of the year. The earlier was the month of the horses birth, the later was the age of the physeal closure.          

In spite of all the sophisticated work on this subject down under, the Australian RSPCA still criticized two-year-old racing at the Asian Racing Confe-rence of 2010. A leading local trainer declared these criticisms (rightly) as “balderdash” and her opinion was afterwards backed up by the veteri-narian Bramlage from Kentucky. He referred to one of his research papers (2008) which is based on examination of data over 25 years from 1975 - 2000. This study not only highlighted the facts “that horses that began racing as two-year-olds are much more successful, have longer careers and show less predisposition to injury than horses that did not begin racing until their three-year-old career”. It also reported “that the data strongly supported the physiologic premise that it is easier for a horse to adapt to training when it begins at the end of skeletal growth. Initiation at this time takes advan-tage of the established blood supply and cell po-pulations that are then converted from growth to the adaptation of training. It is much more difficult for a horse to adapt to training after the musculo-skeletal system is allowed to atrophy at the end of growth because the bone formation support system (that is still present in the adolescent horse) must be recreated in the skeletally mature horse that initia-tes training” (Bramlage 2008). 

These explanations of Bramlage (2008) are most welcome, as statistical analyses are most important for finding and proving results, but one also must be able to explain connections. Statistics alone cannot show cause and effect, and beside the research of Bramlage, further investigations substantiated the validity of early exercise:  

Rogers et al. (2005): Musculoskeletal responses of 2-year-old Thoroughbred horses to early training. 5. Kinematic effects 

The aim of this study from New Zealand was to examine the effect of race training on kinematic parameters of the trot in a sample of 14 two-2-year-old Thoroughbred fillies. Half of them had been either trained for racing (n=7) or left untrained in small paddocks (n=7). They were examined for lameness, and linear and temporal kinematic data were collected from video recordings of each horse trotted in-hand, 5, 9 and 13 weeks after the beginning of training. Horses were graded as: sound (Grade 0), suspected but not obviously lame (Grade 1), or definitely lame at the trot (Grade 2).

The findings were, that mean velocity at the trot did not vary with lameness grade. Compared with horses classified as sound (Grade 0), horses clas-sified as suspected or definitely lame (Grades 1 and 2) had shorter and faster strides. None of the linear or temporal parameters measured varied signifi-cantly between the successive observation periods. When data from sound horses were pooled, the training group trotted at a higher mean velocity and with a longer stride length than the untrained group. The stride duration was longer, stance period was shorter and mid-stance was achieved earlier in the stride in the trained than the untrained group. A longer swing phase in the trained group was asso-ciated with an increase in retraction time.

Conclusion: These data indicate that early race training in young Thoroughbreds was associated with quantifiable changes in linear and temporal kinematic parameters of the trot, which were rela-ted to the race-training objective of improving the horse's ability to work at higher velocities.
Kawcak et al. (2010): Effects of early exercise on metacarpo-phalangeal joints in horses.
Twelve 18-month old horses were pasture reared, but 6 horses had additional exercise starting at 3 weeks of age until 18 months of age. At that time, computed tomography, articular cartilage meta-bolism evaluation and histologic assessments of synovial membrane, articular cartilage and sub-chondral bone were performed. Exercised horses had fewer gross lesions, less articular matrix staining in the dorsal aspect of the condyle, greater bone fraction in the dorso-lateral aspect of the condyle and higher bone formation rate, compared with non-exercised horses. Exercise at young age may be protective to joints, although more research is needed to characterize changes in articular carti-lage matrix. Results suggest that exercise can be safely imposed at an early age.

Van Weeren (2011): The potential role of training programmes in reducing injuries.
Horses have always been used because of the huge potential of their musculoskeletal system and associated locomotor performance. Consequently, disorders of the musculoskeletal system rank first in causes of wastage. Within these musculoskeletal disorders, problems related to articular cartilage and (flexor) tendons are of special importance, be-cause of the notorious bad healing capacity of these tissues in mature individuals. 

There is increasing evidence for an important role of exercise in the juvenile phase in the conditioning of tissues and hence physical capacities and injury resistance of the horse (as in humans), including articular cartilage and (to a lesser extent) tendons. It is likely, therefore, that husbandry systems that limit the possibility to exercise at young age are detrimental for the development of a strong, injury-resistant musculoskeletal system, whereas promo-ting physical exercise at young age can be ex-pected to have a protective effect and hence may be an effective way to prevent musculoskeletal in-jury later in life.

Opposition and Criticism

In spite of all these carefully compiled publications, opposition is still possible, and even in Australia (with the very lucrative Golden Slipper for two-year-olds), ongoing criticism pervades, regarding horses being raced at this young age by an Australian Senate Select Committee on animal welfare (Anon. 2013). 

Some criticism was also expressed by Renée Geelen in regard to the research from New Zealand and asked whether too much racing as a 2YO may affect a horse’s longevity on the track? However, she did confirm with own statistics that more starts as a 2YO have a positive impact on the length of the career in Australia, but she reflects that these data may be skewed by the ability of the animals. She thinks: “If a horse is not very good, then it is un-likely to have many career starts, while a horse that shows potential is more likely to be nursed through a long career by its trainer.” 

In the population of her study, the majority of un-placed horses (92%) had only one or two seasons of racing. On the contrasting side, 85% of stakes win-ners had more than three seasons of racing. There-fore she says: ”our original data are definitely skew-ed by ability and make them less reliable” (Gee-len). But her review is also differentiated and can mollify the problem, as the small differences for the stakes performers are small enough that the impact of 2YO racing for horses with ability is negligible. However, one must Geelen be grateful for her con-tribution and scepticism, as this question did have to be answered indeed. 

Moreover, Lindner (1994) was in doubt about “ca-reer length” as a useful criterion a long time ago already, as its duration is limited for Thoroughbreds due to the racing system.

Racing is a sport with great tradition, with all the advantages and disadvantages of the latter, and it is just about 50 years ago when Captain Vickers (1962) published his “plea for sanity in Thorough-bred racing”. He criticized “The prevailing practice of prematurely starting their racing careers, long before they have attained sufficient maturity to en-gage in stiff, damaging competition”, and added “I believe, primarily due to thoughtlessness”. His well presented thoughts prove him to have been a se-riously reflecting and dedicated horseman, but his general approach to this issue cannot withstand to-days scientific findings. However, it is very well possible that his committed plea did give impetus for just these investigations.  

Nevertheless, further power of persuasion is neces-sary – and ready for delivery, e.g. studies on stan-dardbreds and show-jumpers which corroborate our arguments:

Physick-Sheard P.W. (1986): Career profile of the Canadian Standardbred. I. Influence of age, gait and sex upon chances of racing. 

The objective of this investigation was to provide demographic information regarding the career profile of the average Canadian Standardbred racehorse, and the study population of 762 horses was selected at random from the 1972 registrations. 

Results were analyzed to determine chances of racing, and the effect of sex, gait, and year of first race upon career duration. Of the 762 horses stu-died, 507 (66.5%) raced and only 84 horses started racing at two years of age, the majority starting at three and four. 

As age at the time of the first race increased so did the rate of loss of horses from active competition (attrition rate). The difference between successive years was significant (P < 0.01). Attrition rates were lower for trotters than for pacers, while geldings showed a significantly lower rate than either males or females (P < 0.05). 

Physick-Sheard P.W. and Russel M. (1986): Career profile of the Canadian Standardbred. III. Influence of temporary absence from racing and season. 
The aim of this study was to examine the career profile of the average racehorse in order to esta-blish normal values for performance (with the same population as above).

Results were analyzed to determine the influence of the same parameters as above, among others year of first race (starting year). 

No influence upon career pattern for horses off early in their career was observed but those off late showed indications of a subsequent fall in number of races per year and in times for the mile. 

Tanner et al. (2011): The relationship of 2-year-old training milestones with racing success in a popula-tion of Standardbred horses in New Zealand.
The significant associations of 2-year-old training milestones with career length and success in the study about Thoroughbreds (Tanner et al. 2012), are similar to those in a companion study into Standard-bred horses born in the same year in New Zealand. Thus even across different breeds of racehorses it appears that the 2-year-old year is of importance to future racing performance outcomes.
Ricard and Fournet-Hanocq (1997): Analysis of factors affecting length of competitive life of jum-ping horses.
These two French researchers used official compe-tition data to study the length of competitive life in show-jumping horses. The trait considered was the number of years of participation in jumping. Data included 42’393 male and gelded horses born after 1968. The competitive data were recorded from 1972 to 1991; horses still alive in 1991 had a cen-sored record (43%). The independent variables were year, age at record, level of performance in competition (these three first variables were time dependent), age at first competition, breed and a random sire effect. 

Jumping horses were culled for either involuntary or voluntary reasons. The involuntary reasons included the management of the horse, for example, the earlier a horse starts competing the longer he lives. The voluntary reasons related to the jumping ability: the better a horse, the longer he lives (at a given time, an average horse is 1.6 times more likely to be culled than a good horse with a performance of one standard deviation above the mean).

This study is in that respect especially valuable, as the reproach of “limited career length” (Lindner 1994) doesn’t fit here. 
All these data may be useful arguments for a scientifically based training of performance horses, hopefully. But, considering soundness of our horses as a most important asset, we are very critical our-selves all the time and know about the publication bias and the call of Sir Karl Popper for falsifiability (verifiability) as hallmark of science. 

The publication bias is the tendency of both resear-chers and editors to handle the reporting of experi-mental results that are positive, mainly in medicine, differently from results that are negative. 

For the accomplishment of the claim of the philo-sopher Popper, maybe with a little pinch of salt, finally an investigation from Sweden: 

Wallin et al. (2000): Estimates of longevity and causes of culling and death in Swedish warmblood and coldblood horses. 

This group studied diseases and injuries leading to death or culling and therefore much more concen-trated on medical than sport- and economy-based ideas. For our purpose, this study therefore may serve as sort of falsification. The Swedes analyzed data on several different horse populations and compared length of life and diseases or injuries leading to death or culling. 

Their material included 1’847 warmblood horses that had participated in the Swedish Riding Horse Quality Test (RHQT) as 4-year-olds, 344 warmblood and 204 coldblood horses owned by the Swedish Cavalry Horse Foundation (CHF) and a further population consisted of 481 warmblood brood-mares. Beside many dates on diseases and injuries, there was a positive trend in the median length of life over time for horses that had participated in the RHQT (that means had been exercised relatively early). For warmblood broodmares and mares comparable figures of 18.6 and 18.3 years were found. Close agreement was also found between geldings of the Cavalry Horses and males that had participated in the RHQT; these estimates were 14.7 and 13.9 years, respectively. 

Conclusion

Results of to-days research allow to assume that horses in training or racing as 2-year-olds may have better musculoskeletal health throughout life than horses that are first in training or racing at a later stage, or that the introduction of young Thorough-breds to racing appears to have no apparent ad-verse effects on these horses racing, respectively       (Tanner et al. 2012, Velie et al. 2012). These conclu-sions base on convincing investigations and I am also certain that we use these statistics the same way as the Hon. Jakie Astor: “Speakers are said to rely on statistics as a drunkard does on a street lamp, more for support than enlightment, and I rely on them for support”. We all know how complex the management and training of horses is and are in agreement with Hamilton (co-author in the group of Velie 2012) who summarized “that racing and training of 2YOs is not harmful as long as there is an awareness that combining an inappropriate trai-ning regime with a genetic predisposition to injuries can result in injuries that prevent the horse from continuing or beginning its racing career” (breedin-gracing.com 4.4.2013). This subject (genetics and genomics) had already been looked at by us; we are therefore well prepared to make the best use of all these findings and agree with Geelen that horses have to be dealt with as individuals.  
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• Early training of horses 


   has been an controversial issue for centuries


•  To-days research proves practical  experience right that early exercise is favorable  - and not only  for  racehorses 
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career length





 








„Troublesome Youngsters“





Welcome to EFTBA’s veterinary newsletter








     





“Many thanks to Mrs. Eva-Maria Bucher-Haefner, Moyglare Stud Farm, for her valued sponsorship of this newsletter.” 





The role of breeders’ associations is not just to represent, but also to in-form. Much of the work we do at EFTBA centers on representing the interests of all European breeders in what appears to be an ever in-creasing bureaucratic minefield. And a lot of that burden rests with our Veterinary Committee.


As part of our informing role we are very fortunate to be able to call on the considerable experience and expertise of the individual members of our Veterinary Committee.


Soundness in racehorses, and how we deal with it, has both economic and perceptual issues. We are a sport that deals with animals, and their well-being should always be the main focus of our attention.


I am indebted to Hanspeter Meier for this valuable and erudite contri-bution.





Rhydian Morgan-Jones, OBE, FCA.





Rhydian Morgan-Jones


Chairman, EFTBA 





Editorial                                    








The last two newsletters dealt fairly extensively with herpesvirus-infec-tions, a subject which one relates to internal medicine. For a change, now we want to address surgical issues, both because of their medi-cal and economic importance (Anon. 2001, Zebarth and Sheard 1985) but also in regard to welfare aspects. Here, the risk of injuries is one of the most important subjects and they often give reason for bad publicity. However, their prevention is foremost in our mind as well, both ethically and matter of factly, as injured animals can’t improve the pedigree of our mares. There is no doubt that every breeder aims to produce sound, durable and well performing horses. 


But it is in the nature of media that bad news sell better, and in this context, reproaches in regard to training and racing young horses is a constantly recurring topic.


Though it has been practiced suc-cessfully for very many years, scien-tific prove for its (physical and psychological) benefit only came along recently.             


              


Dr Hanspeter Meier


EFTBA veterinary advisor & Newsletter editor 
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Profound Beauty (Danehill) owned and bred by Moyglare Stud. 
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